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Problem:

CD 1.7, Page 68, 7.2.15.2, SOURCE FORMAT  directive, general rule 4, states;

"4) The first SOURCE FORMAT directive in source text or library text may be

      in either fixed form or free form."
It seems likely that the intent of this rule was to establish the initial format for source text or library text.

The "first" SOURCE FORMAT directive may occur anywhere in the source text or library text, not necessarily at the first line and, therefore, would not establish the initial format. Replacing the text of GR 4 with the following would satisfy the intent of establishing the initial format for the source text or library text.

"4) The first line of source text or library text may be a SOURCE FORMAT

     directive in either fixed form or free form."

The alternative to replacing the text in GR 4, is to delete the rule.

The authors agree, that with respect to the COBOL Programming Language, GR 4 is unneccesary since the programmer can, in many cases, create a first line SOURCE FORMAT directive to satisfy the other requirements of the language. In those cases where the programmer can not satisfy the other requirements, the implementor may extend the language to provide the same effect as the replacement, "first line" GR 4.

